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of light wood, heath, and such, fired them and sent them
amongst our shippes. For this devise our generall ordained
from everie shippe two boates to be ready ahead each shippe,
having in each one of them a graplet to throw on the rafts; which
sunck them all, and [they?] never had any advantage to doe us
harme. These devices qualing [i.e. failing] by sea, every night
they gave us bravadoes one the shore, bringing some few naked
men, with bowes and arrowes, before our sconce1; which shot
often, without dooing harme. All which was to draw us within
compasse of their ambushment which they had laid, in hope we
should have pursued them flying; but our generalls [sic] and
captaines had more foresight then to venture themselves and us
against naked wretches.
When they saw that all their devise was by pollicie frustrate,
thinking wee would be carelesse of their dooing, they began in
the night to builde a new forte in such a place as would have
greatly annoyed us, if they had gone forward with it. But our
generall, having intelligence of the same by some of the cuntry
people, would not seeme unto them any way discontent; but
secretly in the evening, quietly gathering his companies, issued
upon them, put them from their woorke, tooke foure peices of
brasse ordinaunce, and, slaying threescore of their men, put the
rest unto flight, and retourned with losse of one man, bringing
with him to our forte their ordinaunce, which they intended
should have doone us the mischief. This their devises sorting to
such ill successe, ever pretending, but never accomplishing any
thing that ever did hurt us, our men with such care imploied
themselves as was joyfull to see them.
In this painfull travell of ours, we had sight of a small man of
warre of Deep in Fraunce, who had plyed up and downe two
monethes, yet durst not put in untill they had sight of Saint
George, which continually we bare in our toppes. This little
Frenchman, comming in, saluted our admyrall as he could,
after the sea manner, and hoysing his boat came abourd to our
generall, acquainting him with his extremitie, wanting victualls;
who, like himself, pyttying his distresse and waying the want
himself had indured in his last long voyage with that noble
* Redoubt, or earthwork.